History.?The patient is the second of a family of two, the elder being a healthy boy of 4^ years. After the birth of the patient, the mother's attention was not attracted by anything unnatural about the child until he was 8 weeks old, when she took him to see a doctor on account of a sore eye. The child was crying during the examination, and cyanosis becoming very marked it was suggested, and found to be the case, that he was affected with a congenital heart lesion.
Physical condition.?The cyanosis at present is very evident in the face, especially the lips; also in the ears, hands, and feet. The Further, the ductus arteriosus may also remain patent, because the pressure in the pulmonic artery, owing to the obstruction at the pulmonic valve, will be much less than in the aorta. Hence, with the establishment of the pulmonary circulation after birth, there will be a reverse flow of blood from the aorta through the ductus arteriosus to the pulmonary artery. In this way the pulmonary circulation will be supplemented. The muscles that show most wasting are the flexors of the elbow, the sternal portion of the pectoral is major, and the latissimus dorsi. The two last enter into the formation of the anterior and posterior folds of the axilla, so that, by causing the patient to raise the arm into the required positions, the degree of wasting can readily be determined. The flexor muscles of the knee are also much affected by atrophy.
Many of the affected muscles it would be difficult to place in either of these two groups, because they are neither enlarged nor much wasted; yet they may be firm to the touch. Among these are the erector spinae, the triceps, the muscles of the fore-arm, quadriceps femoris, and the extensors of the foot. The absence of the knee-jerks is dependent upon the involvement of the quadriceps femoris. Some muscles have escaped altogether, such as those of the face, neck, the trapezius, and intrinsic muscles of the hands. 
